
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                  March 19, 2017 
  
THIRD  SUNDAY  IN  LENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 281 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, much of my life is lived habitually, routinely.  I 
believe this is the case because of the ease which habits foster: 
there is not a lot of thought that is required.  To be honest, I 
welcome the ease which routines bring.  I have noticed that a 
consequence of living habitually is that there is not a lot of 
thought given to many other things as well.  I end up doing 
many things automatically, and therefore unconsciously, and 
consequently dispassionately.  I am not invested in the way I 
live, and also not affected by the way I live, or impacted by it, 
other than to be frustrated or unsatisfied by it.  I can complain, 
but I do not pay attention to the complaints, or give any 
thought as to what they tell me about myself.  I am so 
habituated to living like this that I no longer know I am doing it.  
That is, this way of living is not something I keep in my 
awareness; it is not something on which I dwell, and is not 
something on which my mind can gnaw.  Help me notice how 
and when I am routinely habitual. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 4:5-42 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 378 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 400 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Lunch 
MONDAY       1:00  Centering Prayer, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for March 26, 2017 
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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LENT 
Think of God as being in the disclosure business: God is 
constantly disclosing, revealing, introducing, unveiling, 
divulging us to ourselves so that our sense of who we are 
expands, we become more transparent to ourselves, and 
who we are inwardly and outwardly becomes more 
congruent. This begins by thoughts and feelings, ones we 
consider inappropriate to who we are, intruding into our 
awareness and remaining there, in spite of our best efforts 
to rid ourselves of them, until we accept that they are part 
of us and realize that we are acceptable to God with them.  
We live with these intruders for a while, until we realize 
that they are just the tip of an iceberg, the top of a part of 
us we do not know very well or at all, and grasp that God 
intends to introduce us to what more there is. There now 
begins a time when we take on the activity of being 
receptive to the unveiling and divulging God will 
orchestrate for us. This time of our being receptive is 
known as LENT. The word itself means “spring,” from a 
root meaning “long-days, or lengthening of the day.” We 
are in a time in life where we have learned that we have 
long lived in the darkness about some part of our 
personality, and now that part of us will be further 
revealed by the light that slowly encroaches on our 
awareness. 
  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


THIRD  SUNDAY  IN  LENT [John 4:5-42] 
 The heart of this text is found in the beginning conversation between 
Christ and the Samaritan woman about “living water.” The words mean 
exactly what they say: a primary verb meaning “to live,” and the word 
“water,” as in a rain shower. We will treat the phrase as a metaphor, and 
amplify it in the following way. 
 We have been describing the intention of God as being the increase 
of both the number and the variety of the components of our personality 
that sit around our internal table and engage in self-talk. God’s intention 
is to both increase and improve our self-talk, and God’s intention in this 
is much more radical than we imagine. In this text, Jesus is interacting 
with a Samaritan woman, a person representing two groups that were 
discouraged if not forbidden to him (Samaritans and women). We can let 
this text represent just how inclusive God’s desire for inclusion is: our 
conscious life will come to include feelings and thoughts that we have 
been discouraged from having, and also those that have been forbidden 
us. This image is certainly one we can embrace by deliberately seeking to 
be more inclusive in the way we relate to ourselves, but ultimately this is 
a journey on which God must take us. The reason for this is: the journey 
involves the inclusion of internal things we cannot see and therefore do 
not know exist, and also the inclusion of things the value of which we 
cannot grasp. God engineers and orchestrates the inclusion of what has 
been discouraged and forbidden; we pay attention as we are able. 
 In the conversation between Jesus and the Samaritan woman there 
are two words which play off against one another: the word “well” and 
the word “spring.” The word for “well” refers to a hole in the ground dug 
for obtaining or holding water. The word translated as “spring” is the 
word “a fount,” and refers to a source or supply of water, from a root 
“gushing plumply.” The woman speaks of the “well;” Jesus speaks of the 
“spring.” This “spring” produces “living water,” which yields what is called 
“eternal life,” a phrase which literally means “perpetual vitality,” and 
refers to full, intense, vital life given perpetually and continuously while 
we are breathing. Anyone who drinks of this “living water” will not thirst 
again. 

If we internalize this set of images—the fount is inside us and it 
nourishes and feeds us by disclosing what is actually true of us, but is 
generally concealed from us by the socializing we received when we were 
younger. What is the fount? I suggest two answers: 1) the content of the 
fount is our own life and our history; 2) the activity of bringing this 
content to the surface of our awareness is God, the aspect of God we can 
see when we focus on the activity traditionally called the Second Person 

of the Trinity, or Christ. The socializing we received as children selectively 
admits into awareness and restricts from awareness certain elements of 
the truth about us in the present and from the past. God orchestrates the 
continual and perpetual disclosing of what is and has been true for us, so 
that what has been concealed within us is hidden no longer [truth]. We 
worship God by our spirit [mental disposition] being receptive to this 
disclosing. What is disclosed helps us understand the way we have lived, 
and helps us make choices about how we can live. These are not usually 
big truths, but small truths about what we are thinking and feeling in the 
moment, how our minds are working, and how we are approaching or 
perceiving whatever is before us. This spring of living water continuously 
gives us insights. This disclosing brings to our awareness whatever is true 
of us in the present so what is true can feed and nourish living that is more 
vital than habitual and programmatic. 
 It is through this disclosing which God works that the aspects of our life 
which have been discouraged and/or forbidden from sitting around our 
internal table end up being invited and included. In a practical sense, this 
means that the practice of Christianity is not primarily having the focus of 
increasing the number of participants around our internal table. The 
practice of Christianity is paying attention to God and the disclosing work 
God does. Paying attention to this revealing is what it would mean to drink 
from the spring that gives living water. What is important is to be open to 
the perceptions God brings, perceptions which continually connects us to 
what is true of us in the moment, including things about the past that 
influence us in the present. 

[Jim Robie, 3-14-17, Cycle A., John 4:5-42] 


